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Tf KbrartTs view (see * Apologetik,' li. 359 and 366) of the Malayan origin of the Tupi tribes of South America could be established, it would follow that these tribes must have gradually fallen away from the worship of one supreme god, Tupan. No one, I think, who has not a theory to maintain, can consider the circumstances in which most of the Brazilian Indian tribes are placed without coming to the conclusion that they must have sunk from a higher intellectual and religious level Small colonies of Knglish or Irish peasants placed in the same circumstances would be certain to degenerate rapidly.
NOTE XXVII., page 265. ALLKOKP ATHEISM OF NORTH AMERICAN TRIBES.
For the evidence which Waitz has collected as to the religion of the Indians of California, see ' Anthropologie der Xaturvolker/ Bd. iv. pp. 243, 244. Father Baegert's account will be found in the Smithsonian Transactions, 1863-64, and Father Boscana's in Bancroft's 'NativeRaces of the Western States of America/ vol. iii. pp. 161-170.
The works of Bancroft, Miiller, and Waitz are those which contain most information on the religion of the North American tribes, although the publications of Catlin, School craft, &c., still retain their value. Dr Itrinton's 'Myths of the New WorldJ (1868) is not always as convincing as it is interesting.
It is to be regretted that Miiller should have adopted a theorv which has so little real foundation as that the